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GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 
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(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to the address below stating the number of 
the first part you want and enclosing the appropriate 
payment. You may order as many copies as you like but 
we suggest a minimum of 10 parts. You can calculate the 
amount to pay by multiplying the cover price by the 
number of parts required: for example 10 parts x £1.20 
will cost £12. Postage and packing are free. 


If you haven't got 
all your copies of YD 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Just ask a grown up to 
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send you and enclosing the appropriate 

payment. Each part costs £1.20 except part 1 

which only costs 60p. Postage and packing are free. 


KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box 
holds 26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to 
write to the address below stating the number of Tidy 
Boxes you want and enclosing the payment. Postage 
and packing are free. 
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Cheques or postal orders should be payable to 
Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If paying by credit card, be 
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(Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You can 
phone your order on 0424 755755. 
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4TJ or telephone 0424 755755. 
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TALES OF FARTHING WOOD 
Fox works out a plan to 
trap the poachers. 


FARTHING WOOD FRIENDS 


ALL ABOUT...Badgers We've got two new 
Badgers are family animals, | poems, and a story about 
and many generations may _— Mole getting married. 

use the same sett. 


SECRET WORLD OF... 
FASCINATING FACTS Bird migration 
Creep through the jungly When the cold weather 


vegetation of a mysterious —_ arrives, many birds fly south 
Mangrove swamp. to look for the sun. 


DISCOVERING NATURE PUZZLE IT OUT 

How do birds fly? Make a__—- Reflect on some mirror 
flapping crow and a gliding images — in words as well 
Albatross to find out. as pictures. 


CREDITS 

Photographs: Bruce Coleman Ltd (Q Bennett) FF2(c), (A Stillwell) FF1-2, 
(R Williams) FF1(c), (K Wothe) AA1, (G Zeisler) FF1(r); Image Bank 

(J Montgomery) FF2(b); Patrick Llewelyn-Davies/Telemagination HTD1 (b), 
$W1; NHPA Ltd (S Dalton) AA2(b); Nature Photographers Ltd 

(S C Bisserot) FF1(I); OSF Ltd (T Button) AA2(c), (L Crowhurst) AA2(t), 

(T Heathcote) AA4; Andy Purcell AA3. 

Illustrations: Priscilla Barrett/Wildlife Art Agency SW1-3; Dale E Evans 
Cll; Bridgette James AA3; Mei Lim FC; Atholl McDonald HTD1-2; 
Doreen McGuinness/Garden Studio FF1; Jim Needle PIO1-4; 

Clive Spong/Linden Artists AA1, FF1-2; Stuart Trotter DN1-3. 

Key: AA = All About ...; Cli = Colour it in; DN = Discovering Nature; 

FF = Fascinating Facts; HTD = How to Draw; PIO = Puzzle it out; 

SW = Secret World. 


Colour origination by Colourscan Overseas Pte Ltd 
Printed by Southernprint 


carface was looking for Weasel to find out Measly looked up over Weasel’s shoulder ... 

why she hadn’t told him about the raid on then he turned and ran. “I thought we had an 
the farm when his cubs were shot. Weasel 
and Measly were looking for something — 
anything — to eat in the snow. 


agreement,” snarled Scarface, as he pinned 
Weasel down in the snow. “Why didn’t you 
tell me about the raid on the farm?” 


“Are you all right?” asked Measly. “Are you 
stupid?” answered Weasel, crossly. “I’m not 
stupid, I hid,” said Measly. “I don’t want to 


“J didn’t know,” screamed Weasel, in 
pain. “It’s your job to know and to tell me,” 
growled Scarface. “I'll hurt you some more if 


you don’t tell me everything that goes on.” He tell tales on Fox,” said Weasel. “You have to, 
let her go, and slunk off. 


you're his spy,” Measly told her. 


“| need 
someone to 
keep me 
warm.” 


The other mole 
giggled as she 
joined him in his 
molehill. 


Mole poked his head 
out of a molehill. He 
heard a noise behind 
him. He looked round 
and saw a female mole. 


Owl was patrolling the park when an odd 


sight caught her eye. She saw an ambulance 
parked outside the Warden’s house. Two men 


came out, carrying a stretcher. 


Owl flew back to Fox’s earth with the news. 
“Hoo, hoo,” she called. “What’s up?” asked 
Fox. “The Warden’s gone — he looked very ill,” 
answered Owl. © 


“Your friend Cat was taken away ina 
cage, too,” said Owl. “I can’t believe it,” 
said Badger. 


“Who's going to protect us now?” chattered 
the Squirrels. “I’m rather worried about 
Mole, haven’t seen him for ages,” said Badger 
to himself. “Anyone seen Weasel?” asked Fox. 


Mr Fieldmouse arrived with some more bad 
news. “Mrs Vole is dead.” “At least Whistler 
is looking after Kestrel while she can’t fly,” 
said Vixen. 


“That reminds me, I’m hungry,” 
said Fox. Mr Fieldmouse stepped 
back quickly. “Let’s go back to the 
farm for some more chickens.” 


As evening fell, two men with guns walked 
up to the park boundary. They climbed 
over the fence and walked deep into the 
nature reserve. 


The deer were feeding peacefully by the 
stone circle when a shadow passed along 
the edge of the wood. 


Craaack — a shot rang out over the snow. “It’s a gun, I should know,” said Whistler, 
The herd darted away, but one of the deer fell holding up his wing to show the hole in it. “It 
bleeding to the ground. Back in the wood the _ was a deer they killed, not you,” said Speedy. 
Farthing Wood friends heard the blast. 


The animals went to see what had happened. 
“The deer shared their grass with us. We 
must look after them,” said Fox. “We must 
set up a watch for the poachers.” 


The animals took it in turns to patrol the 
park boundaries. Owl and Whistler flew 
round. Kestrel kept a look-out and the other 
animals took turns to watch. 


Next week: The poachers return. 


GGHi! Darter’s my name. That's because when 
| see a tasty insect flying by | dart out from 
my waterside perch at high speed. Then, when 
I've snapped it up, | zip back to my 
resting place again. I'm one of 
the two commonest kinds of 
dragonflies in Britain. The others are 
hawkers. They are stronger fliers 
than we are, and spend many hours 
on sunny days patrolling a stretch of 
river, lake or pond, looking for food. 
Our wings look as delicate as fairy wings, 
but we are very agile in the air. We can fly 
with terrific bursts of speed, or hover in one 
spot. Some of us can even fly backwards.99 


When we're flying we beat 
each pair of wings 
separately. Our forewings 
push downwards while our 
hindwings sweep upwards, 
and vice versa. If we want 
to save energy, we lock all 
four wings and glide. 

We darters spend more 
time resting than the 
hawkers. Usually we hold 
our wings straight out, but 
if the weather's very hot we 
lower our wings a little to 
shade the thorax (the part 
of the body where the legs 
and wings are attached). 


HOW TO SPOT US 

There are over 30 species of 
dragonfly in Britain. We all have 
longish bodies, large eyes, short 
antennae and broad wings, 
criss-crossed with veins. Our wings 
are usually colourless and 
transparent, but our bodies and eyes 
come in various different colours, 
such as blue, green, red and brown. 


You can tell us apart from 
our cousins, the damselflies, 
by the wings and the eyes. 
They hold their wings 
together, over their backs, 
and their eyes are clearly 
separated from each other. 
Also, their flight is more 
fluttering than ours. We hold 
our wings horizontally, out 
from our bodies. Our huge 
eyes cover most of the head. 


Wijantna 


MONSTER WINGS 
Dragonflies have 
existed for millions of 
years. In France, 
people found the 
outline of a dragonfly’s 
wings that measured 
more than 70cm. This 
probably makes it the 
largest insect that 
ever lived. 


We dragonflies have excellent eyesight. Each 
eye is made up of some 20,000 units which 
act like tiny telescopes. They allow us to pick 
out something as small as a fly, from a 
distance of 12m. We rely on our eyesight, and 
not our sense of smell or touch, for hunting. 


All About... 
Nymphs 


When it is time for the nymph to turn into , Easel 
a . an adult, it crawls up a plant stem until it weasel $ 
66Adult dragonflies usually live for only is clear of the water. Clinging on to the ; 
one summer. They develop underwater stem with its claws, it gradually breaks Many dragonflies, 
as nymphs where it can take them = out of its skin. Then it climbs further up specially hawkers, 
anything from one to five years to the stem and pumps blood into its esp 


crumpled wings. Slowly the wings grow 
become fully grown. When they ‘ Bader: and iereeh When it is a s fly 
emerge from their tube-shaped skins, seek ‘ e pie oy i. ~ the whole change takes about two 
they find a mate and then the female ee) . ry) ie ot oe hours - it is a very pale colour. It takes 
lays her eggs. In some species she several days, and sometimes even 
drops them into water as she flies by. weeks, before it gets its true colours. 
Other females lay them inside the 
stems of water plants. The eggs then 
develop into nymphs.99 


remely 
et fliers. Some 
have been recor e 
flying at speeds of 
up to 30kph. 


Dragonfly nymphs crawl about at the 
bottom and in the plants growing in 
ponds, streams, canals and lakes. 
Like the adults, they are predators. 
But whereas the adults catch insects in mid-air, 
by making a kind of net under their bodies with 
their legs, nymphs have a special weapon, called 
a labium, attached to the lower part of the 
mouth. When it gets close to an aquatic insect 
larva, worm or tadpole, the nymph shoots out the 
labium, which has two sharp hooks at the end of 
it. The creature is spiked, and the nymph pulls in 
its labium and eats the prey. 


ROMANCE IN THE AIR 
Have you ever noticed two 
dragonflies clinging on to each other 
as they fly? The pair that are making 
a heart shape (right) are mating. The 
male has grasped the female’s head 
with a pair of claspers at the tip of 
his tail, and she is curving the end of 
her abdomen against his underside 
to collect the sperm. 


Sometimes they let go as soon as 
mating has finished, but many 
dragonflies stay attached to each 
other, like a piece of knotted string, 
until the female lays her eggs. 


Look out for empty nymph 
cases on plant stems by 
P ponds and streams. 


yy, How To Draw <2 


Poor old Edible Frog! He’s already had 
one relative eaten by that greedy Adder. 
He must wonder how long he’s going to 
last. Toad tries to keep an eye on him, 
but when your first name is Edible, you 
can’t blame the other animals for trying 
to make a meal of you. 
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A PARKIN WINTER 


e2 66 It’s a mild winter’s day here in the After dark, foxes root around the litter 
oF it ~, Park, so I’m out looking for a bit of bins and mice explore under the 
extra food for me and my wife to see bandstand. Trees, flowers and shrubs of 
us through any cold spells. Winter is all kinds are planted by the park’s 
drawing to a close and people are gardeners. They provide shelter for small 
getting some fresh air - feeding ducks, animals, food for birds and are lovely 
% horse riding or just walking their dogs. _ to look at, too.99 


Squirrel’s Challenge: there are many 
sorts of bird in the park. How many 
Wood pigeons can you find 

in the picture? 
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Wisteria can often be 
seen climbing up walls 
and arches or creeping 
over summerhouses. 
Chinese wisteria is a 


Little owls often 


hunt during : wt 
Newfoundland dogs look a bit like St Bernards. daylight hours. Eh : 
They are named after an island off the coast of * s They perch on ia 
Canada. Like St Bernards, they were bred as’ posts or tree eA 
life-saving dogs. They are strong stumps, flying to the 
swimmers and their speciality is ground once in a while 
saving people from drowning to grab a beetle to eat. 
in the sea. 


Aylesbury ducks are domestic ducks descended 
from wild Mallards. They were bred and reared on 
farms for the dinner table. You may see them 
waddling or swimming on ponds and lakes in parks. 


The Cedar of Lebanon is a large 
tree recognized by its flat-topped 
=> look. It produces barrel-shaped 


4 
Crocuses grow wild on ripe to release their seeds. 
hills in Europe and the 
Middle East. There are 
over 70 different types. In 
Britain people plant 
crocus bulbs so their 
gardens burst into flower 
in late winter and spring. Shepherd’s purse 
is a very common 
weed. Gardeners 


are not too fond ae 
of it when it 


-™. cones, which break up when q | 
ay 


popular choice in — The Chiff-chaff is not an easy bird 
gardens. Its drooping, to spot but it has a distinctive two- 
mauve flowers note song. Listen for the high ‘chiff’ 
open in May. S followed by the lower ‘chaff’. 


Catkins are the drooping tail-like flowers of 
various trees. The Common hazel’s 
catkins are the male flowers. They 
come out in February, together 
with the female flowers, which 


; are tiny red tufts. 


appears in their flower beds. It can also 
sprout on paths and drives. It may get its 
name because its seed pods look like a 
shepherd’s snack bag of olden times. 


> OW = IR What do you think this saying means? 
‘Ash before oak, we're in for a soak. 

Oak before ash, we’re in for a splash.’ 
This is an old country saying to predict the 
weather. If the ash tree flowers before the 

oak, we are in for a lot of rainy weather. 
R But if the oak flowers before the 
\ ash we will only get a few 
light showers! 


With the onset of spring you 
will start to see the buds on 
the trees bursting into flower, 
and daffodils and crocuses 

emerging from their winter 

sleep. More hours of daylight / 
and warmer weather tell plants 
that it is time to ‘wake up’. 


LOOKING AT BUDS 
Pick three twigs off a tree with buds that are just 
about to open. Put each one in a pot of water. 


Leave one ona 
warm windowsill ... 


.. a second in the fridge ... 


and the third in 


a dark cupboard. 


wood 
anemone 


Which buds open first? 
Do they prefer the dark or light? 
Do they prefer warmth or the cold? 


FLOWER SPOTTING 


Here are some spring flowers to look out for 
in woodlands, parks and gardens: 


Squirrel says 
Don't pick wild 
flowers — leave them | 
for everyone ’ 
toenjoy. - 


You will need: LEAH template 
small juice carton with straw, 
cardboard, plastic bottle top, = a— 


sticky tape, felt tips, screwdriver. 
q Trace or copy the two petal templates on to a a ell X 


> ai 
FLOWER SQUIRTER sal , 


piece of cardboard. Cut them out and colour them in. : 


\ 


cat Push the petals 


yy 
and bottle top on to the straw. 


Now ask a friend to smell your fragrant flower! 


— 


Q Ask an adult to help 
you make a hole ina 


plastic bottle top using y 4 
a screwdriver. Also C 
make holes in the ay 


centres of the petals. 


3 Take the straw out of an 
empty juice carton and fill it 
with water. Put the straw 
back and wind a piece of 
tape near the bendy part of 
it to stop the petals falling 
down the straw. 


oS 


\ 


GOLDEN DAFFODILS 


You will need: 
yellow and green paper, scissors, glue, green straws. 


template 


q Trace the petal template on 

to yellow paper and cut it out. 

Q Cut a strip of yellow paper 
6 x 11cm. Roll the strip into a 
tube and stick the edges together. 


3 Cut eight short slits round 
one end of the tube and four 
round the other end. 


@ Open out the slits at both 
ends. Glue the four slits to the 
middle of the petal shape so that 
the daffodil’s trumpet stands out. 


§ Cut out two long, thin leaves from green Make a bunch of 
paper and stick these to one end of the straw. daffodils to put 
Glue the daffodil to the other end. in a vase. 
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FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FAC\ @ 


EYES 


Many animals depend on their sharp 
eyesight for survival. While predators & 
need good eyes to catch prey, prey 
animals need to be on the lookout for 
hunters. Two eyes is usual for mammals, 
but some creatures have more. 


b NG FACTS + FASC/pez ina / 


<{ SHARP VISION 
An Andean condor, the 
largest bird of prey in 
the world, soars high 
above the Andes, 
scanning the ground 
for signs of food. Using 
its powerful eyesight it 
homes in on dead or 
injured animals. 


|\CTS + FASCINATING FACTS 


a 4 EXPRESSIVE EYES 
One way to show your 

feelings is with your eyes. 
Humans have the most 
expressive eyes of all. Some 
dancers, like this Balinese man, 
are highly trained in controlling 
their eyes. He looks like he’s just 
been stung by a wasp. 


: What is the 
round centre of 
the eye called? 


syidnd oy, : 


<q RED EYE 
Horned toads are small, 
desert-living lizards with an 
astounding way of defending 
themselves. When a predator 
gets too close, a Horned 
toad squirts blood from its 
eyes. The red tears tend to 
put the attacker off. 


Ive got my 


eye on you. 


<SIDE VIEW 
Horse's eyes are high on the 
side of his head and give him a 
forward and sideways view. 
When Farm dog tries to creep 
—. up on him, Horse soon spots 
= him and trots off. 


>» GOGGLES 

The Spectacled langur has special 
white rings around its eyes to 
highlight its eye movements. The 
goggles help the langur to 
communicate with other langurs. 


VW FLOATING LOGS , ie = ; . ' : 

Crocodiles have a nasty habit of ot ae ¢ ips < JEEPERS 

lying hidden in the water - with just . Rs . :, be PEEPERS 

their eyes and nostrils popping out. . Me) ie ‘ ' , | iss - Many spiders trap their 
Their eyes are on top of their heads prey with webs, but 


so they can see exactly what’s Wolf spiders hunt by BIZARRE CYCLOPS 

going on. This makes them hard to eyesight. Their large Funnily enough, Urchin is an old English 

spot and very dangerous for any eyes are well developed name for a Hedgehog. Sea urchins were 

animal coming to the water to drink. for spotting prey and named after Hedgehogs because of their 
catching it. This one prickliness. This boggle-eyed beauty is a 
has a definite twinkle in Diadema sea urchin. The beady, white 
two of his eight eyes. ball isn’t its eye at all - it is its backside. 


ALL ROUND SCAN > 
Crabs often have eyes on 
the end of stalks, but not 

this Ghost crab. Its eyes go 

all the way round the stalks. 

It can see in front, behind 

and sideways, without 
turning round to look. 


Rekuzz/e if out Se = 
BADGER RESTING 


Badger injured his paw and the Warden “But I’ll play a game with you if you like.” 
took him into his cottage while it healed. “I can’t move,” said Badger, gently waving et 
“| like it here,” sighed Badger. “It’s so warm his injured paw in the air. i 

by the fire. There’s only one problem — “You can’t move and | don’t want to,” said 
there’s nothing to do and no-one around.” Cat, yawning. “Here are some puzzles you 
“That’s OK by me,” answered Warden’s cat. 


WHAT’S WRONG? 
The artist has 
drawn the | 
Warden's kitchen, @ 
but has made 10 | 
mistakes. Can 
iy you see what 
they are? 


BROKEN VASES 
Cat knocked over the 

_ Warden’s vases. Which 
__ of these pieces will 
repair them? 


AS TEE LTED f 


can work out while you're lying down.” elt} 


gy ODD ONE OUT 
> Which is the odd one out? & 


The Warden came in and took off his wet 
boots. In the corner of the room was a 
pile of slippers which he had to sort out 
before finding a pair he could wear. 


"| \ Peers 


PILE OF SLIPPERS 
How many pairs of slippers are there? 


\ \\\ ay \ ~YON 


Puzzle it out = 


The Warden pushed Cat off the rocking chair thought, watching Cat’s performance in HOo—DING BADGER You will need paper, pencil, tracing paper, card, 
and settled there himself. Cat purred and disgust. “At least | don’t have to humiliate felt tips, scissors, two paper fasteners, three 
rubbed against the Warden’s legs. The Warden myself every time | want something to eat or @ Trace Badger’s body, sticks (potplant canes will do) and sticky tape. 
stroked him, then gave him a saucer of milk. drink.” Then he put his nose between his paws face and leg on to a piece 

“Thank goodness I’m a wild animal,” Badger . and added, “But it is lovely and warm here ...” of card. (Don’t forget to put 


in the black dots.) Cut the 
shapes out carefully. 


2 Pierce holes at the black dots using 
the point of a pair of scissors — ask an 
adult to help. Then colour in Badger. 
Push a paper fastener through each of 
the holes in Badger’s body, then 
through the hole in the cheek and leg. 
Open out the paper fasteners. 


CATWORDS 

Here are five words beginning with 
CAT. Can you fill in the rest of the 
letters? The picture clues should help. 


3 Tape the tops of the sticks 
to the centre of Badger’s 

body and his face and leg. 
Make Badger nod his head 
and wave his paw. 
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